
In#this#session,#I#will#give#the#big#picture#of#flipped#learning#course#design#and#present#

a#flipped#learning#course#design#tool#kit.#

#
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There#are#four#main#aspects#included#in#the#flipped#learning#tool#kit.#

First,#we#need#to#take#into#considera>on#the#profile#of#our#students.#

Second,#we#need#to#take#into#account#the#vision#of#MEF#University.#What#we#want#for#

our#students.#How#we#are#going#do#differen>ate#our#graduates#from#other#

universi>es.#What#encapsulates#the#spirit#of#the#university.#

Third,#we#need#to#look#at#contemporary#theories#underpinning#learning,#assessment,#

feedback#and#language.#

Fourth,#we#need#to#package#all#of#the#above#into#a#simple#and#prac>cal#framework#

for#designing#flipped#learning#courses.#
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The#first#aspect##in#our#tool#kit#that#we#need#to#take#into#considera>on#is#the#profile#of#

our#students.#This#is#what#we#know.#

•  Technology:#Our#students#are#digital#residents.#They#grew#up#with#technology#and#

use#it#on#a#daily#basis.#However,#they#s>ll#need#to#develop#their#skills#in#order#to#

effec>vely#use#technology#for#learning,#collabora>ng,#crea>ng#and#connec>ng#–#

skills#that#they#need#to#be#proficient#in#to#be#successful#in#today’s#workforce.#

•  Geography:#Our#students#are#based#in#Istanbul#and#all#live#off#campus#all#around#

the#city.#Travelling#to#and#from#campus#takes#up#a#large#por>on#of#their#daily#lives.#

In#addi>on,#they#oNen#live#far#from#their#classmates,#meaning#working#

collabora>vely#outside#class#hours#can#be#challenging.#
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•  Language:#Our#students#are#majority#nonRna>ve#speakers.#Most#come#through#the#

English#Language#Preparatory#Program#before#moving#into#faculty#when#they#

reach#B1+#on#the#CEFR,#which#is#only#just#sufficient#enough#to#mange.#They#need#

support#to#con>nue#to#develop#their#English#throughout#the#rest#of#their#>me#at#

university,#in#par>cular#with#disciplineRspecific#vocabulary.#

•  Workload:#Our#students#have#a#packed#schedule#of#flipped#courses.#On#average,#

our#students#take#5R6#courses#per#semester#(that’s#7R8#courses#if#they#are#in#the#

Law#Faculty).#Each#of#their#courses#is#flipped.#This#means#that#preRclass#work#can#

be#extremely#high#if#instructors#do#not#look#at#the#big#picture#of#their#students’#

workload.#

All#of#these#factors#need#to#be#accounted#for#in#our#course#design#to#ensure#we#really#

are#providing#the#most#effec>ve#learning#environment#for#our#students.#

#
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The#second#aspect#in#our#tool#kit#that#we#need#to#take#into#account#is#the#vision#of#

MEF#University.##

The#MEF#vision#and#mission#is#presented#here#as#a#word#cloud#highligh>ng#the#key#

words.#

In#summary,#at#MEF#University,#we#want#our#students#to#be#na>onal,#interna>onal#

and#global#ci>zens.#We#want#them#to#be#crea>ve,#innova>ve#and#entrepreneurial.#We#

want#them#to#be#technologically#savvy.#We#want#to#give#them#the#knowledge#as#well#

as#the#prac>cal#skills#that#they#need#to#become#both#employable#in#today’s#everR

changing#workforce,#and#to#enable#them#to#become#the#leaders#of#tomorrow.#

#

#

#
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To#achieve#this,#the#en>re#learning#approach#at#the#university#should#be#towards#

these#aims,#including#not#just#how#our#students#learn,#but#also#how#they#are#

assessed,#how#they#receive#feedback,#how#they#reflect#on#their#own#learning,#and#

how#they#develop#their#linguis>c#skills.#

#

#

#
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The#third#aspect#in#our#tool#kit#that#we#need#to#look#at#are#the#contemporary#theories#

underpinning#learning#and#assessment,#feedback,#and#language#development.#

In#this#sec>on#I#will#share#five#theories.#

1.  Flipped#learning#theory.#

2.  Backwards#Design#theory.#

3.##The#21st#Century#assessment#framework.#

4.#Contemporary#theories#on#feedback.#

5.#Linguis>c#theory#on#the#importance#of#developing#language#to#understand#

concepts.#

#
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1.  Flipped#Learning#

I#start#by#asking#what#is#flipped#learning?#

In#the#tradi>onal#classroom,#the#instructor#prepares#materials#which#are#delivered#in#

class,#the#students#listen#and#take#notes,#they#then#use#this#knowledge#to#complete#

homework#when#they#are#alone#aNer#class.#

However,#this#is#not#an#effec>ve#use#of#the#teacher’s#>me.#In#addi>on,#it#means#that#

when#students#are#working#on#the#most#challenging#tasks,#they#are#doing#so#alone#

without#the#support#of#their#classmates#or#instructor.#This#is#also#not#how#they#will#be#

asked#to#operate#when#they#enter#the#workforce#where#they#will#be#asked#to#work#in#

collabora>ve#groups#with#their#colleagues.#
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In#the#flipped#learning#approach,#these#stages#are#reversed.##

Instructors#record#lessons#which#they#make#available#online.#The#students#watch#the#

videos#prior#to#class#and#acquire#the#knowledge.#Class#>me#is#then#freed#up#for#

studentRcentered,#ac>ve#learning#ac>vi>es#that#ask#them#to#put#that#knowledge#into#

prac>ce#in#collabora>ve#groups,#usually#at#a#higher#level#of#cogni>on,#when#they#can#

be#supported#by#their#instructor.#
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This#is#not#without#challenges,#however.#And#it#is#these#challenges#that#we#have#been#

trying#to#overcome#over#the#past#three#years#at#MEF.#

Here#are#some#of#the#challenges#along#with#some#of#the#solu>ons#we#have#

developed.#

What#really#emerged#from#this#is#that#you#can’t#introduce#a#contemporary#learning#

approach,#but#retain#tradi>onal#forms#of#assessment.#This#sends#conflic>ng#messages#

to#students#about#what#is#valued.#To#really#implement#flipped#learning,#the#

assessment#structure#needs#to#fit#the#flipped#philosophy#as#well.#
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Theory#2#is#Backward#Design#or#Understanding#by#Design#(UBD).#The#aim#of#

Backwards#design#is#for#students#to#achieve#not#surface#level#understanding#but#deep#

understanding#and#then#demonstrate#this#understanding#through#a#realRlife,#

authen>c,#performance#tasks#that#fosters#and#demonstrates#understanding.#This#is#

achieved#through#the#following#stages:#
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First,#instructors#iden>fy#desired#results#for#their#students#(learning#outcomes),#the#

big#ideas#or#essen>al#understandings#that#you#want#your#students#to#grasp,#and#

essen>al#ques>ons#that#will#lead#them#towards#this#understanding.#

Second,#instructors#determine#what#evidence#will#show#students’#understanding.#

They#do#this#by#developing#a#summa>ve#performance#task#for#students#to#complete#

by#the#end#of#the#course#that#involves#demonstra>on#of#the#essen>al#ques>ons#and#

learning#outcomes.#

Third,#they#work#backwards#from#the#performance#task#to#create#forma>ve#learning#

ac>vi>es#and#forma>ve#assessments#that#will#lead#their#students#to#the#desired#

understandings#and#desired#results.#
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Here#is#an#example#of#how#authen>c,#summa>ve#performance#tasks#are#developed.#
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Theory#3#is#the#21st#Century#Assessment#framework#(Fisher#2015).#Fisher#believes#

even#though#we#are#now#nearly#20#years#into#the#21st#century,#‘teachers#con>nue#to#

struggle#with#designing#digital#assignments#as#a#viable#tool#for#learning#and#with#

assessing#the#demonstra>on#of#that#learning#through#studentRcreated#products’.#He#

believes#many#teachers#con>nue#to#use#digital#tools#for#‘consump>on#of#resources#

rather#than#crea>ng#something#new’#(2013).##
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To#combat#this,#he#came#up#with#a#21st#century#assessment#framework#(shown#in#the#

diagram),#in#which#students#should:##

•  know#how#to#access#to#digital#resources#(informa>on#and#media#fluency);##

•  u>lize#social#resources#(digital#ci>zenship);##

•  create#digital#products#(crea>vity#and#solu>on#fluency);##

•  and#collaborate#in#groups#(collabora>on#fluency).##

He#believes#all#of#these#aspects#should#be#included#in#contemporary#assessment#to#

prepare#students#for#the#skills#they#will#need#in#the#workplace.#
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Theory#4#regards#feedback.#Prior#to#the#1990s,#educa>on#was#seen#as#a#knowledge#

transfer#process.#However,#by#the#1990s,#educa>on#was#increasingly#being#seen#to#

involve#students#ac>vely#construc>ng#their#own#knowledge#(Barr#&#Tagg#1995;#

DeCorte#1996).#Despite#this#shiN,#the#role#of#feedback#con>nued#to#be#seen#as#a#

transmission#process#with#the#responsibility#lying#with#the#teacher#(Yorke#2003)#

meaning#students#were#not#encouraged#to#develop#the#selfRregula>on#skills#they#

need#to#be#effec>ve#learners#both#within#and#aNer#university#(Boud#2003).#However,#

these#selfRregula>on#skills#are#impera>ve#in#a#studentRcentered#approach#such#as#

flipped#learning.##
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In#2007,#Nicol#and#MacfarlaneRDick#devised#seven#principles#of#‘good#feedback#

prac>ce#that#supports#selfRregula>on’.#Their#sugges>ons#are#shown#in#this#slide.#

In#addi>on,#Keith#Topping#(2009:#20)#suggests#that#peer#feedback#should#be#used#to#

‘help#students#help#each#other#plan#their#learning,#iden>fy#their#strengths#and#

weaknesses,#target#areas#for#remedial#ac>on,#and#develop#metacogni>ve#and#other#

personal#and#professional#skills.’#

I#believe#self#and#peer#feedback#should#definitely#be#included#in#flipped#learning#

courses#in#order#to#help#students#develop#the#selfRregula>on#skills#they#need#to#be#

successful.#
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The#fourth#theory#regards#developing#the#language#of#conceptual#knowledge.#

Cummins#(2000)#states:#"Conceptual#knowledge#developed#in#one#language#helps#to#

make#input#in#the#other#language#comprehensible."#If#a#person#already#understands#

the#concepts#of#"jus>ce"#or#"honesty"#in#her#own#language,#all#she#has#to#do#is#

acquire#the#label#for#these#terms#in#English.#She#has#a#far#more#difficult#task,#

however,#if#she#has#to#acquire#both#the#label#and#the#concept#in#her#second#language#

at#the#same#>me.#However,#this#is#exactly#what#is#happening#with#our#students.#
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When#our#students#start#specializing#on#their#faculty#courses,#they#are#not#only#

developing#new#concepts,#but#also#have#to#gain#the#vocabulary#both#in#their#mother#

tongue#as#well#as#in#their#second#language#in#order#to#express#those#concepts.#This#is#

a#difficult#task,#and#one#that#we#should#fully#support#our#students#in#developing.#This#

can#be#done#by#adding#a#specific#linguis>c#focus#to#our#courses,#to#help#our#students#

develop#the#new#language#related#to#the#new#concepts#they#are#learning.#

#

#
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So,#now#we#have#established#three#of#the#four#main#aspects#included#in#the#flipped#

learning#tool#kit.#

First,#have#considered#the#profile#of#our#students.#

We#have#taken#into#account#the#vision#of#MEF#University#for#our#students.#

Based#on#this#profile#and#vision,#we#have#iden>fied#contemporary#theories#

underpinning#learning#and#assessment#that#can#help#us#to#design#effec>ve#courses.#

So#next,#we#need#to#bring#these#all#together#into#a#simple#framework#for#course#

design.#
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This#is#the#framework#that#I#follow:#

1.#I#write#a#clear#aim#for#my#course.#

2.#I#encapsulate#the#learning#for#my#course#by#wri>ng#an#essen>al#understanding#and#

essen>al#ques>ons.##

3.#from#the#aim#and#understandings#for#the#course,#I#develop#learning#outcomes#–#

what#I#want#my#students#to#have#achieved#by#the#end#of#the#course.#

4.#I#carefully#design#a#summa>ve#endRof#course#performance#task#that#will#allow#the#

students#to#demonstrate#their#deep#understanding#of#the#essen>al#understanding#

and#the#learning#outcomes.#
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At#this#stage,#I#work#backwards#from#the#end#point#(the#performance#task),#to#create#

a#scaffolded#learning#journey#that#will#help#my#students#to#develop#their#

understanding,#language#and#skills#to#reach#that#end#point.#

5.#First,#I#break#the#course#down#into#conceptual#stages#–#units.#

6.#For#each#unit,#I#write#an#essen>al#understanding#of#what#I#want#my#students#to#

know,#as#well#as#wri>ng#essen>al#ques>ons#to#guide#them#towards#that#

understanding.#

7.#From#this,#I#iden>fy#the#key#concepts#and#vocabulary#that#my#students#will#need#to#

know#to#be#successful#

8.#Looking#over#the#units,#I#create#a#number#of#forma>ve#assessments#that#will#help#

my#students#to#scaffold#their#knowledge#and#skills#towards#the#endRofRcourse#

summa>ve#performance#task.#

I#now#have#a#clear#overview#of#the#units#in#my#course.##
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The#next#stage#is#to#develop#each#of#these#in#line#with#flipped#learning#(including#21st#

century#skills,#a#language#focus,#feedback).#

On#this#slide,#I#deal#with#the#online/preRclass#component.#

9.I#introduce#they#key#vocabulary#–#I#usually#use#an#applica>on#called#Quizlet#which#

gives#students#the#defini>ons#and#then#gives#them#a#range#of#games#to#play#to#learn#

the#words.#

10.#For#introducing#the#concepts,#I#make#my#own#videos,#use#other#videos#e.g.#

Na>onal#Geographic,#use#ar>cles,#etc.#I#oNen#put#the#informa>on#as#both#a#video#and#

text#to#suit#different#learners’#learning#preferences.#

11.#I#include#an#ac>vity#(quiz,#epinboard#contribu>on,#discussion#board#–#something#

graded#or#public)#to#hold#the#students#accountable#for#their#learning.#

I#always#hold#my#students#accountable#for#engaging#with#the#materials#by#providing#

an#online#graded#quiz.#
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The#students#are#now#prepared#for#class.#In#class,#I#go#through#the#following#stages.#

12.#I#get#students#to#review#the#preRclass#concepts.#They#usually#have#a#tangible#task#

such#as#drawing#a#Venn#diagram,#chart,#mind#map#on#the#whiteboards.#They#have#five#

minutes#to#do#this,#then#have#to#present#to#the#class.#This#is#another#way#of#holding#

them#accountable.#There#are#two#elements#of#social#pressure#–#to#be#a#contribu>ng#

part#of#the#group#–#they#know#they#will#have#to#present#to#the#other#students.#

13.#Students#are#involved#in#studentRcentered#ac>vi>es#to#prac>se#the#concept.#

14.#If#this#a#unit#in#which#I#have#iden>fied#a#forma>ve#assessment#would#be#useful,#I#

allocate#one#or#two#lessons#to#this.#
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Finally,#to#encourage#students#to#review#and#revise#what#they#have#learnt,#either#at#

the#end#of#a#class,#or#aNer#the#class,#students.#

15.#Complete#a#selfRreflec>ve#journal#entry#where#they#give#answers#to#the#essen>al#

ques>ons#and#review#their#own#learning.#This#could#also#be#done#as#a#discussion#

thread.##

16.#Complete#a#vocabulary#quiz#on#all#the#key#vocabulary#
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Now,#I’m#going#to#show#you#an#example#of#one#of#my#courses#designed#using#this#tool#

kit.#

(Go#through#Unit#2#of#EDS#101#on#Blackboard).#
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And#that#is#how#we#use#the#MEF#Flipped#Learning#Course#Design#Tool#Kit.#

43#


