
Achieving SDGs in University 
Libraries

Tuba Akbaytürk Çanak      - Ertuğrul Çimen

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


What is UN Agenda 2030 and SDGs

Source: https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals



What is UN Agenda 2030 and SDGs
3 main goals

• Ending extreme poverty;
• Combating inequality and injustice;
• Fixing climate change

Source: https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/global-goals-sustainable-development



One of 17 SDGs

16.10 
Ensure public access to information and protect 
fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national 
legislation and international agreements.

Source: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/



One of 17 SDGs

Source: https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/sdg_indicator_16101_tracking_progress_accesstoinfo.pdf
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What is UN Agenda 2030 and SDGs



IFLA as a Driver
• IFLA is committed to the following 

issues:
• Ensure access to information
• Safeguarding the cultural heritage
• Enhance General literacy
• Enhance Access to information and 
   communication technology (ICT)



Why IFLA also relies on – and is hoping for
– the Academic Libraries with regard to the
SDGs

•Importance of academic libraries within their 
institutions as backbone of research 
infrastructures

•Importance of their participation and 
contribution to IFLA’s work

By the courtesy of Barbara Lison, IFLA President



4 phases to SDG engagement for academic 
libraries



Situation in Türkiye

More recognized in other sectors
Example: 
• 44 new LEED certificated buildings in 2022
• Sustainable Business Awards for a decade
• Several social responsability projects of all size

A quotation from a report (2002) by Turkish Academy of Sciences: 
«In Türkiye, we face these problems simultaneously with the rest of the world. 
Türkiye approches these problems with limited capacity and from a developping 
country perspective. It attempts to deal with them through new institutions. The 
outcomes obtained remain limited.»



University and Research Libraries Associations 
(ÜNAK) –Sustainable Libraries Chapter

• Mission:
• To advocate and mobilize action on SDGs in Turkey among libraries
• To offer a platform to orchestrate the decentralized efforts around the 

country

• To accomplish this mission:
• Conference participations
• A webinar series
• A photo campaign on social media
• Poster presentation @ IFLA WLIC 2023  





Poster Session at WLIC 2023

Title: Comparative study of 5 countries on 
how libraries contribute to SDGs
Authors: Tuba Akbaytürk, Nilay Cevher, 
Ertuğrul Çimen, Kübra Zayim Gedik, Uğur 
Bulgan, Üstün Berk Sezgin

Full text: https://tinyurl.com/mrfj6kyz

https://tinyurl.com/mrfj6kyz


Poster Session at WLIC 2023

North Macedonia
SDG Index Ranking:60
SDG Story on IFLA Map: - 
No of participants: 0

Türkiye
SDG Index Ranking: 72
SDG Story on IFLA Map: - 
No of participants: 39

Bosnia-Herzegovina
SDG Index Ranking: 47
SDG Story on IFLA Map: - 
No of participants: 2

Azerbaijan
SDG Index Ranking: 53
SDG Story on IFLA Map: - 
No of participants: 12

Greece
SDG Index Ranking: 28
SDG Story on IFLA Map: -
No of participants: 21

Participating Country Profiles



Universities’ Perspective
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Universities’ Perspective







"We are on the way to a green library 
system!” 
• Open Access Policy
• E-first Acquisition Policy
• Scanners instead of copiers
• Tote bags from the library
• E-Bags planned for the next International Library Staff Week
• Less disposable dinnerware, preferably eco-friendly ones for library 

hosted events









Marmara Sea – Board Game



First Important Initiative from The Ministry

• Rami Barracks to Rami Library (largest library in İstanbul)
• Biosphere Sustainable Museum Certificate -2023









IFLA Map of the World
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IFLA Map of the World



University College Corc Library



UCC Library - Maintaining Momentum

UCC 
Library
Our
Journey

2016: The UCC energy manager 
approched the library

 with the 'Saver Saves' initiative.
Sustainability Committee Formed.
Originally called the 'Green Team'

Energy Saving measures 
implemented

Scope of Sustainability 
campaign extended to include,

Waste, Water and Cultural Change

Sustainability Strategy
and Action plan

Implementation of plan

By the courtesy of Martin O’Driscoll, Learning Spaces Coordinator 



New Developments

Plastic Free UCC
In 2023 UCC went plastic 
free.
Single use cups and plastic 
bottles are no longer sold 
on campus

Vapes
Disposable Vapes have 
become a significant 
waste problem.
Each Vape contains a 
500mAh battery 

Cans
The banning of single use 
plastics has led to an 
aluminium can problem

Aeroponics
We introduced 3 
Aeroponics towers into the 
library. We have harvest 
days where we give away 
the produce grown.

UC
C

 Library - M
aintaining M

om
entum

By the courtesy of Martin O’Driscoll, Learning Spaces Coordinator 



LITTLE DROPS 
MAKE MIGHTY 
OCEAN



Thank You for Listening!

• Contact Information
• takbayturk@ku.edu.tr
• cimene@mef.edu.tr

mailto:takbayturk@ku.edu.tr
mailto:cimene@mef.edu.tr
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